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15-Minute
In-Service Suites

TIPS FOR FAMILIES

DIFFERENTIATING LEARNING

 RESPONDING TO COUNTING MISTAKES 

MAKING TIME TO PRACTICE 
Giving your child lots of practice time helps them become better counters. You can help your child practice with 
fun activities at home, like playing board games, using dice, or making a game out of counting things in your 
home together. 

WHAT TYPES OF COUNTING GAMES SHOULD WE PLAY? 
Racing games that involve rolling dice, counting dots 
on dominoes, spinning a number spinner, or drawing 
a number card and counting how many spaces to 
move. If a favorite family game has movement based 
on something other than a number (i.e., color cards in 
Candy Land) you could add dice or a number spinner to 
turn it into a counting opportunity. 
Things you do every day at home, like cooking or 
cleaning, are also great ways to add counting practice 
into your child’s day. For example, using a recipe, you 
and your child can count the number of things you 
are adding to the recipe. “We need three eggs in this 
recipe—help me count!” 

COUNTING MISTAKES 
It is okay and natural for children to make mistakes while learning to count. That’s why counting practice is so 
important. And counting practice works best if you correct counting mistakes right when they happen. “Hmm, 
let’s count again, I see one, two, three egg yolks in the bowl!” 



2 

This document was developed with funds from Grant #90HC0012 for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families, Office of Head Start, and the Office of Child Care by the National Center on Early 
Childhood Development, Teaching, and Learning. This resource may be duplicated for noncommercial uses without permission.

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   

   

HOW SHOULD I RESPOND WHEN MY CHILD MAKES A COUNTING MISTAKE? 

IF YOUR CHILD: WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE: YOU CAN: 

Skips or leaves out a number or counts in  
the wrong order 

Your child is supposed to move 9 spaces  
in a game and counts, “1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7,  
9.” 

Let your child try to count the moves on  
the board by herself. If she misses a  
place, ask her to try again. Then count  
with her, using your finger to point to the  
spaces that go with the count. 

During other simple counting activities 
(like counting the number of socks in the 
laundry basket) help your child practice 
counting to the number they most often 
skip. 

Skips something or counts something 
more than once 

Your child is supposed to move 4 spaces 
in a game, but while sliding his piece 
along the board he says “2” and “3” 
while only moving over 1 space, so he 
ends up moving 3 spaces instead of 4. 

Remind him that it’s important to carefully 
and slowly count each jump to a new 
space. You can suggest that he pick 
up his piece and count the jumps while 
saying a number. Say them along with 
him to help. 

Counts the starting space Your child is supposed to move 2 spaces 
in a game but counts the space she is on 
as “1” and then only moves forward 1 
space. 

Have your child move her piece back 
to her starting space. Then say, “This is 
where you start. Zero! We count 1 when 
you move.” 

Keeps counting past the target number Your child is supposed to move 4 spaces 
in a game but keeps counting and 
moving forward until you stop him. 

Say something like, “Hmmm I think 
you moved your piece too far. Let’s try 
again.” Then help your child start over 
and recount. You might help by doing 
this with him until he has enough practice 
to do this alone. 

WHERE CAN I GET OTHER IDEAS FOR SUPPORTING MY CHILD’S COUNTING SKILLS? 
� Talk with your child’s teacher or home visitor about other ideas to build simple counting into your daily

routines and activities. 
� If your child is in a group care setting, ask her teacher or family child care provider about the types of

counting games they do at school and how to practice counting at home. 


	_GoBack




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		DTL-3A-Diff-Families-Responding-Counting-Mistakes.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		RGI







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



