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Play Supports Skills Across Learning Domains 
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1. Describe infant and toddler play 
through a lens of equity, inclusion,

Learning Objectives and cultural responsiveness. 

2. Identify strategies to create playful 
learning experiences that are 
accessible and meaningful to all. 

How Do You Like 
to Play? 

Play Is Universal 

But how we play
and 

what it looks like 
varies! 
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Play Varies 

Play Varies Across Cultures 

Assumptions and Expectations 

Adult attitudes and mindsets 
are consistently identified as 
the most important factors in 
adults' ability to effectively 
support inclusive play. 
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Equity Lens 

Every child 
is unique 

Access and Participation 

I Spy 

Something 
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I Hear 

Something crinkly 

A Child’s Sensory Experience 

Universal Design for Learning 

(CAST UDL Guidelines) 
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Be a Learner 
What are 
their likes? 

What 
languages do 
they hear? What are their 

family s cultural 
expectations? 

How do they 
communicate? 

Principle 1 
Engagement 

(CAST UDL Guidelines) 

Cultural Responsiveness 
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Meaningful 

Engagement in Practice 

Tape Puzzles.mp4
Video placeholder 
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Tape Puzzles 

Tape a small space Tape a small space 
and simply see on the wall at floor 
Decrease Increase whether a single level. See if you can 

object can fit inside cover the space by 
or not. stacking materials. 

challenge challenge 

Providing Choices 

Providing Choices.mp4
Video placeholder 
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Engagement 

Modifications 

Choices Physically Accessible 

Adult Support 

Principle 2 
Representation 

(CAST UDL Guidelines) 

Multiple Means of Representation 
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Representation 

Representation.mp4
Video placeholder 

Access to Different Communication Tools 
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Access to Different Communication Tools 

All 
done! 

Principle 3 
Action and 
Expression 

(CAST UDL Guidelines) 

Different Expressions of Play 
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Action and Expression 

Action and Expression 

Make Believe 
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Make Believe.mp4
Video placeholder 

Open‐Ended Materials 

Learning Environments 
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Physical Environment 

Social Environment 

Temporal Environment 
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Building Belonging 

“In diverse and inclusive 
learning communities, one
child’s mirrors are another 
child’s windows, making for
wonderful opportunities for 
collaborative learning.” 

NAEYC 2020 

Thank You! 

Join Us Again Next Year! 

http://bit.ly/iPD_ECLKC 
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http://bit.ly/iPD_ECLKC
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Please take some time to 
complete the session 

evaluation. 

We Want to Hear 
For more information contact: From You! ecdtl@ecetta.info 
(Toll‐free 1‐844‐261‐3752) 

This training was supported by the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) 
of the United States (U.S.) Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as 
part of a financial assistance award totaling $10,200,000 with 100% funded by 
ACF. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the 
official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACF/HHS, or the U.S. Government. This 
resource may be duplicated for noncommercial uses without permission. 
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