
       

     

       

While  You  Are  Waiting 

Open  the  Viewer’s  Guide  and  Get  Ready… 
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Definitions 

Equity 

Dual  Language  Learners 

Bilingualism  Is  a  Strength 

Our  culture  and  
language  are  central  

to  our  identity 

Learning Objectives 

1. Explain the brain’s role in 
supporting dual language 
learning. 

2. Identify strategies to support 
infants and toddlers who are dual 
language learners, including 
children with disabilities or 
suspected delays. 
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Brain  Development 

Rapid  Brain  Growth 

Gray’s Clinical Neuroanatomy, 2010 

Early  Experiences  Build  the  Brain 

Neural  connections  
grow  stronger  with  

experience 
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Same  or  Different? 

Same or Different Game 

English 

Different 

Spanish 

Different 

Hindi 

Different 

A  Child’s  Linguistic  Journey 

Moon, Lagercrantz, and Kuhl 2012 

Begins in utero 
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Experience  Shapes  Language 

Adapted from Kuhl et al. 2006; Kuhl 2010 

13 

Language Learning Sensitive Period 
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Native proficiency until around age 7 

Language  Learning  Sensitive  Period 
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Peek  Inside  the  Bilingual  Brain 

Ferjan Ramırez et  al.  2017 

16 

A  Peek  Inside  the  Bilingual  Brain 
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Adapted from Ferjan Ramırez et al., 2017 

Cognitive  Benefits 

Ferjan Ramırez et al. 2017 
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Knees Toes 

Knees Toes 
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Cognitive  Flexibility 

Shoulders Head 

Cognitive  Flexibility 

Shoulders Head 

Bilingual  Environments  
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Bilingualism  Is  a  Strength 

• Executive  functioning 

• Cognitive  flexibility 

• Attentional  control 

• More  efficient  brain  
communication 

• Memory  generalization 

• Later  onset  of  dementia 

• Rooted  in  culture 

Language  Development 

Babbling 
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Language Development 

Adapted from Hoff et al. 2012
 

Language  Development 

0 1 2 3 4 5 

First  
Words 

Hello!  
¡Hola!  

Combine  
Words 

Go  
playground 

Vamos  
patio  de  
recreo 

Let ’s  go  to  
the  

playground 

Vamos  al  
patio  de  
recreo 

Complex  
sentences 

Children  with  Disabilities  and  Developmental  Delays 

Learning  more  than  
one  language  does  not  
lead  to  developmental  
or  language  delays 
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Home  Language  Is  the  Foundation 

Code  Mixing 

Code  Mixing 
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Clever Code Mixers 

Animal! 
El caballo! 

• Fill gaps when appropriate 
word is unknown 

• Rarely break grammatical rules 

•	 Understand conversational 
partners 

•	 Strategy to support 
communication 
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Strategies
to  Support  Infants  and 
Toddlers  Who  Are  Dual  
Language  Learners 

Lead  with  Equity 
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Learn  from  Families 

Dr.  Xigrid  Soto‐Boykin 

Research‐Based  Strategies Individualized 

Strengths ‐Based 
Approach 
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Social

Parentese

Back and
forth

Individualized
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Research‐Based Strategies 

Play‐basedLanguage 
Rich 

‐ ‐

Social  Interactions Social 

Encourage  Back‐and‐Forth  Interactions Back‐and‐
forth 
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Encourage  Language‐Boosting  Speech  

Parentese 

• Varies  in  pitch,  slower  
speech,  and  word  repetition 

• Helps  all  children  learn  
languages  

• Is  for  everyone! 

Parentese 
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Be  a  Language  Model Language 
Rich 

Intentional  Language  Support 

• Connect  home  and  and  away  from  home 

• Partner  with  families 

• Dedicate  time  for  planning 

• Assess  environmental  print 

• Include  books,  songs,  stories  from  other  
cultures 

• Show  key  words  using  visuals 

• Learn  survival  words 

• Embed  home  languages  throughout  day 

Language 
Rich 
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Make  Connections  Through  Play Play‐based 
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Final Thoughts 
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Lead  
with  
Equity 

Dual  Language  Learners 
Program  Assessment  (DLLPA): 

Users'  Guide 
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http://bit.ly/iPD_ECLKC 
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Join Us For Our
 
Next Episode!
 

Thursday, April 20, 2023
 

3pm– 4pm EST
 

Thank You! 
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Strengthening  
Equitable  

Learning  Spaces 
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Please take some time to 
complete the session evaluation. 

We Want to Hear 
For more information contact: From You! 

ecdtl@ecetta.info 
(Toll‐free 1‐844‐261‐3752) 

This training was supported by the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) 
of the United States (U.S.) Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as 
part of a financial assistance award totaling $10,200,000 with 100% funded by 
ACF. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the 
official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACF/HHS, or the U.S. Government. This 
resource may be duplicated for noncommercial uses without permission. 
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