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Leader’s Digest
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Describe strategies education staff
can use to promote initiative and
curiosity in young children.

Learning Objectives

Apply the 5Rs of early learning
leaders to promote initiative and
curiosity in staff.

Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework




Approaches to Learning
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Emotional and Cognitive Initiative and Creativity
Behavioral Self-Regulation Curiosity
Self-Regulation
Approaches to Learning
Emotional and Cognitive Initiative and Creativity
Behavioral Self-Regulation curiosity

Self-Regulation

Initiative & Curiosity:
Goals for Infants and Toddlers

Goal IT-ATL 6. Child
demonstrates emerging initiative
in interactions, experiences, and
explorations.

Goal IT-ATL 7. Child shows
interest in and curiosity about
objects, materials, or events.
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Initiative & Curiosity:
Goals for Preschoolers

Goal P-ATL 10: Child
demonstrates initiative and
independence.

Goal P-ATL 11: Child shows
interest in and curiosity about
the world around them.
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VIDEO: Discovering bugs!
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It s as important as intelligence in student
achievement.

It s as important as persistence in student
achievement.

Initiative or Curiosity?
It supports better job performance.

It leads to better relationships.

It helps

It predicts leadership abilit:

12



It’s CURIOSITY!
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We're curious...

How do you keep yourself
curious?

Enter your responses into the Q & A
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Why are initiative and
curiosity important?

Curiosity helps children be more observant and
to think about things and try to figure them out.

When children explore their curiosity, they
expand their vocabulary as they use language to
describe what they’re thinking, seeing, hearing or
experiencing.

Greater curiosity in early childhood is associated
with greater kindergarten reading and math
academic achievement.

Simply being in a state of heightened curiosity
makes us more susceptible to learning new
knowledge.
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Types of Curiosity
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We're curious...

curious?

How do you keep your staff

Enter your responses into the Q & A
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Initiative with support

- Initiates interactions with trusted adults

- Uses non-verbal and verbal cues to explore environment with
adult support

- Engages others in interactions or shared activities
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Initiative with growing independence

- Shows eagerness to try new things

- Attempts challenging tasks

- Willingness and capability to work independently for increasing
amounts of time

- Plans play scenarios by establishing roles for play, using

appropriate materials, and generating appropriate scenarios to
be enacted
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NCECDTL's 5Rs for Learning Leaders
The Relationships
5 Rs Reasons
Resources
Reflective Dialogue

Recognition
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Reflective Dialogue: KNOW-WONDER-LEARN MORE
KWL Approach to PD
¢ What do we know?
* What do we wonder about?

¢ How can we learn more?
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Curiosity Principles (Cushman K., 2010)

1. & Embrace not knowing
2.& Ask fewer, but deeper questions

3.& Address “20/80” engagement and replace undirected with directed
questions

2.& Use questions to elicit thinking not correct answers
5. & Wait for it

6.& Allow curiosity to be followed
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From “Expert” To Co-Explorer

What do you think
would happen if we
tried this strategy?

“Ooooh, did you
see that? | wonder
what this does?
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Creating Curious Conditions — Teacher Time

2022 Webinars

Supporting Curiosity and
Initiative in Infants and
Toddlers

Supporting Curiosity and
Initiative in Preschoolers

Available on ECLKC now:
Infant Toddler STEAM Series
Preschool STEAM Series
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stions and
Answers

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/about-
us/article/mypeers-social-network-early-
childhood-professionals
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https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/about-us/article/mypeers-social-network-early-childhood-professionals

http://bit.ly/iPD_ECLKC
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https://bit.ly/DTL-PUSHPLAY
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Join Us For Our
Next Episode!

Tuesday, July 19t
3-4pm ET

Th an k YOU l Using the 5Rs to Support

Creativity in Young Children

39
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