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Webinar  Features 

Viewer’s  Guide 

Inclusive  early  learning  
environments  are places  in 
which  children,  with  and  
without  disabilities,  and  
their families  experience  a 
• sense  of  belonging,  
• positive social  relationships,  
• and  development  to reach  

their full  potential.  
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Inclusive  Learning  Environments 

Inclusive  early  learning  
environments  are places  in 
which  children,  with  and  
without  disabilities,  and  
their families  experience  a 
• sense  of  belonging,  
• positive social  relationships,  
• and  development  to reach  

their full  potential.  

Inclusion  =  Practice Belonging  = Feeling 
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Inclusive  Learning  Environments 

Video 
Disability  Law  Video 

Inclusion  &  Belonging  in  
the  Infant Toddler  
Learning  Environment 
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“…The defining features of 
inclusion that can be used 

to identify high-quality 
early childhood programs

and services are access, 
participation, and 

supports.” 

-DEC/NAEYC, 2009 

Access 
Educators  provide  children  
with  access  to  a  wide  range 
of  learning  opportunities, 
activities,  settings,  and 
environments. 

Participation 
Educators  provide  children  
with  individualized  support 
that allow  children  to  
participate  fully  in play  and 
learning  activities  with  their  
peers. 
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Supports 
Educators  partner  closely  
with  families  and  work  
together  within  a  broader 
system  of  community 
supports and  specialized 
services.  

Access 

Access  to  a  wide  range  of 
learning  opportunities,  activities,  settings,  and  environment. 

Video 
High-Quality  Learning 
Environments 
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Video 
High-Quality Learning
Environments 
• Move about freely 
• Access to materials 
• Engaging interactions 

5 Key Aspects of Quality Inclusive 
Learning Environments 
1. A safe and supportive physical environment 
2. Inviting materials 
3. A predictable schedule and consistent routines 
4. Connecting and communicating with all children 

5. Engaging interactions and meaningful learning 
experiences 

5 Key Aspects of Quality Inclusive 
Learning Environments 
1. A safe and supportive physical environment 
2. Inviting materials 
3. A predictable schedule and consistent routines 
4. Connecting and communicating with all children 

5. Engaging interactions and meaningful learning 
experiences 
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Safe  and  Supportive 
Physical  Environment 
• Protected  spaces  for 

independent  play 

Safe  and  Supportive  
Physical  Environment 
• Protected  spaces  for 

independent  play 

• Comfortable,  padded,  
away  from  lines  of  traffic 

   
 
   

 

  
    

   
 
 

Safe and Supportive
Physical Environment 
• Protected spaces for

independent play 

• Comfortable, padded, 
away from lines of traffic 

• Quiet, intimate, soft 
spaces for social-
emotional support 
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Safe  and  Supportive 
Physical  Environment 
• Active  exploration! 

Safe  and  Supportive  
Physical  Environment 
• Active  exploration! 

• Arrange  furniture  for 
zoning 

Safe  and  Supportive 
Physical  Environment 
• Active  exploration! 

• Arrange  furniture  for 
zoning 

• Create space for  adaptive 
devices 
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Safe  and  Supportive 
Physical  Environment 
• Active  exploration! 

• Arrange  furniture  for 
zoning 

• Create space for  adaptive 
devices 

• Comfortable for  you,  too! 

Small  Changes  - Big  Impact 

Small  Changes – Big  Impact 

10 



3/5/21 

Modification  Moment 

Use  a  pillow  or  roll  up  a  towel  and  place  it  under  the  
infant’s arms to support their back and neck. 

Predictable  Schedule  and  Routines 
Includes: 
• Caregiving  routines 
• Transitions 
• Learning activities 

Predictable  Schedule  and  Routines 

Be prepared  to  adjust  
activities to  fit  
individual children’s  
rhythms and  
caregiving  needs. 
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Predictable  Schedule  and  Routines 

Predictable  Schedule  and  Routines 

Add  additional  
time  for r outines  
and caregiving 
needs. 

Predictable  Schedule  and  Routines 

Be flexible.  Follow  
the  children’s  
interests. 
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Video 
Predictable Schedule and  
Routines 

Video 
Predictable Schedule and 
Routines 
• Narrated each step 
• Counted many times 
• Labeled items 
• Engaged with child 
• Prepared the child for what

was coming next. 

 

  
  
 
  
     

  

  
  

  
 

  

  

   
  

  

Engaging Interactions & 
Meaningful Learning 
Experiences 

• Sensitive and responsive
interactions promote 
security and belonging. 

• Sensitive and responsive 
interactions = 
• Pay close attention 
• Respond appropriately 

to children’s cues 
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Engaging  Interactions  & 
Meaningful  Learning  
Experiences 

• Observe  infants  playing 

• Learn about  their  interests 

• Join in,  if  appropriate 

• Narrate  what  infants  are  
doing 

Engaging  Interactions  & 
Meaningful  Learning  
Experiences 

• Build  on  toddler’s  
explorations 

• Ask  questions 

• Offer  new vocabulary 

• Bring  new  materials  to 
expand  their  learning  

How books: 
- Connect  children  to  learning  opportunities  
- Provide  advanced  vocabulary 
- Support  engagement  
- And  how  you  extend  learning  beyond  the  book! 

14 



3/5/21 

BookCASE 

Say  Hello! 
by  Rachel  Isadora 

We  Are  Family 
by  Patricia  Hegarty 

Everywhere  Babies  
by  Susan  Meyers 

Exploring  the  BOOKCASE 

Everywhere  Babies 
by  Susan  Meyers 

All  About  You 
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Helpful 
Resources 

Save  The  
Date 

Join  us f or  our  next e pisodes: 
March  16,  2021 
Learning  Environments  for  Preschoolers 

April  9,  2021 
Learning  Materials  that  Promote  Inclusion  for  
Infants and Toddlers 
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Question  
& 

Answer  
Time 

Thank You 

T his   p resenta tion   w as   deve loped   w ith   funds   from   G rant   #90H C 000020 fo r the  U .S . D epartm ent 

o f H ea lth  and H um an S erv ices, A dm in is tra tion  fo r   C h ild ren  and F am ilies , O ffice  o f H ead S tart,   

and the  O ffice  o f   C h ild  C are  by   the  N ationa l   C enter   fo r   E arly   C h ildhood D eve lopm ent,   T each ing ,   

and Learn ing .   T h is   resource  m ay  be  dup lica ted  fo r   noncom m erc ia l   uses   w ithout   perm iss ion .  

50 
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